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Tnis listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: ^ 

1) (currently amended) A point-of-sale transaction system for managing information relating 
to a financial transaction between a purchaser and a vendor » c P eck comprising: 

a portable scanner for scanning information relating to a financial transaction 
where. p the s inner ipqud^ ? processor npgrativejv e°P"P™>ri to a reader for 
prr.ress.na s caled , inforrnai j an af)ti Whf rftin ! ne scanned information is text on 
a rheck corte on a check or handwriting on a check: 

an interface ooerative |v connected to the processor .Jar Operative 
communic ation with the POST: 

a portable point-of-sale xerminal (POST) m operative communication with the 
portable scanner for receiving the information, the POST also for reporting 
information to a transaction approval service and for receiving transaction 
approval or denial from the transaction approval service, 

wherein any one of or a combination of the portable scanner or POST formats the 
information for reporting to^transaction approval service ^ wrmmin the processor 
mra ,vgs a djojtai ir paoe of the te^ r code and/or ^anriwrjrinn information and formats 
f»*t none and/ nr hanrfwntinq .nformation for senq-ipq to the POST Via the interface. 

2) (previously presented) The point-of-sale transaction system as in claim 1 wherein the 
scanner is in operative communication with the POST via a wireless linK- 

3) (canceled) 

4) (currently amended) The point-of-sale transaction system as m claim 3 1 wherein the 
scanned information is the routing code from@fcriea**e and the processor converts 
a digital image of the routing code to a formatted string. 

5) (currently amended) The point-of-sale transaction system as in claim 4 2=wherein the 
processor compares the formatted string to a library of jurisdictional codes to determine if 
the formatted stnng corresponds to a jurisdictional code. 

6) (currently amended) The point-of-sale transaction system as in claim 3 1 wherein the 
scanner includes a display operatively connected to the processor for displaying 
instructions or information to a user relating to the transaction. 

7) (currently amended) The point-of-sale transaction system as in claim 3 1 wherein the 
POST includes a card reader for reading information from any one of or a combination of a 
debit card, credit card or smart card. 

8) (currently amended) A point-of-sale transaction system for managing information relating 
io a financial transaction between a purchaser and a vendor using a check comprising: 

a portable scanner for scanning information an me PH^ ck relating to a financial 

transaction; the scanner including, 

a processor operatively connected to a reader for processing scanned information 
and wherein the scanned information is any one of or a combination of text, code 
or handwriting; 

an interface op rativ ly' connected to the processor; 
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a display operatively connected to tne processor for displaying instructions or 
information to a user relating to the transaction; and, 

wherein the processor receives a digital imag of the text, code and/or handwriting 
information from tpe cfneck and formats the text, code and/or handwriting; 

a portable point-of-sale terminal (POST) in operative communication with the portable 
scanner via a wireless link, the POST for receiving the scanned information, the POST 
also for reporting information to a transaction approval service and for receiving 
transaction approval or denial from the transaction approval service. 

< 9] (currently amended) A method of obtaining approval for a cheque £heg£ transaction 
between a payor and a payee comprising the steps of: 
^Ci a) scanning eheque cpecfc information from a cheque chqcfr with a portable scanner; 

b) reporting the scanned cheque check information to a point-of-sale terminal (POST); 

c) establishing an operative connection between the POST and a cheque check clearing 
service; 

d) transferring the scanned cheque checfc information to the eheque £b££fe clearing 
service; and, 

e) receiving transaction approval or denial at the POST from the cheque £D££b clearing 
service. 

10) (previously presented) The method as in claim 9 further comprising the step of printing a 
receipt at the POST. 

1 1 ) (previously presented) The method as m claim 9 wherein the portable scanner includes a 
processor and wherein after step a) the processor compares a scanned code with a library 
of jurisdictional codes to determine if the formatted string corresponds to a jurisdictional 
code. 

12) (currently amended) The method as in claim 9 wherein a payee enters the amount of the 
transaction into the POST or scanner for formatting and reporting to the cheque 
clearing service. 

13) (currently amended) The A method of obtaining approval for a cheque fthflfft transaction 
between a payor and a payee comprising the steps of: 

a) scanning cheque cfiecfr information from a cheque check with a portable scanner 
wherein the ohoquo gftgcfe information includes any one of or a combination of text, 
code or handwriting; 

b) entering a transaction amount on the POST; 

c) reporting the scanned cheque cfieck information to a point-of-sale terminal (POST); 

d) establishing an operative connection between the POST and a cheque check clearing 
service; 

e) transferring xhe scanned cheque check information and the transaction amount to the 
cheque cpeck clearing service; and, 

f) receiving transaction approval or denial at the POST from the cheque cbecfe clearing 
service. 
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